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SIZE MATTERS

A mini mini-pump test

You’wve seen them hanging in the ool sectio
timeters in length, |h£":, ook so temptmg, They're small enough to fit in a jersey pocket with 1

on of your favorite shop, those tiry ming r\u'ﬂ[‘l'. many less than 20 cen-
v promise of zalvaging your
ride after a punciure,

These purnps become even mere enticing when you weigh the alternatives, Most frame pumps must be sized 1o specific
top tubes And threaded CO, cartridpes cost upwards of 53. But do these ultra mini-pumps work? After putting nine new
modiels o the test, te answer 1o thal question varies. Most can get you out of a jam, but to put it bluntby there weren't many
Winmwers in our test
READY, SET, PUMP
Wz tested nine purmps that wens 20 centimesers or less in Jength. Five were rated for mountain-trke wse: the Crank: Brothers Power
Pumg Lira, Innevarions Second Wind MTE, Silea 2-Step, Planet Bike Micro Mite and Pro Quicker Theze were tested on
bath mountain 'mrl road tires, Tt ining four pumps were only recommended for road use: the Barbien Pocker,
Innewatians Second Wind Ros ":1' a I'L1|n| rdlnl rd Topeak Micre Rocket CB, and thus were only tested on a road tire, We
used the samme tnes Lhrr'ng-w.-r the testa & TO0x23¢ Continertal road tire and 26x2.10 Schwaloe mountain tee. For our sanity,
purnping was capped at 500 strokes. Pressunes were checked using a digital gauge at 100-stroke intervals up to 300 sirokes
and then at 50-stroke intervals above 300. The subjective qualities of siurdiness and ease of use were rated on a scale of

1-10, with 10 being the best

PRICE: 525

COLLAPSED LENGTH: [75 cm

EXTEMDED LENGTH: 25 0 cm

WEIGHT: 130 grarms

WIDTH: 3.5 cm

STROKES T0 100 PSI| [ROAD]: 400 strokes/ 102 pai

STROKES TO 35 PS| [MOUNTAIN]: 308 strokees, 35 pal

EASE OF USE: &

STURDINESS: O

FEATURES: Automatic dual-fumction locking head, high-pres
sure and high-valume modes, dual-actian piston, alloy con-
slruction

COMMENTS: Set in the high-volume moce, 100 strokes took us
Lo 52 psi before becoming too hand to operate. The high-
I e mode ook ws 300 strokes to finish the job, and at
times the acticn was quate hard, but it was manageable. The
alloy constmuction and swrdy head merited the high stardi-
ness score, The ease-of-use score suffered because of the
effart required to reach higher pressures

INTENI]EDUSE |r_.-_|.d

PRICE: 122

COLLAPSED LEMGTH: 16.2 cm
EXTENDED LEN
WEIGHT: 55 grams
WIDTH: 2 cm
STROKES TO 100 PSI [ROAD): N/ A (500 strokes/ 44 psi)

EASE OF USE: 1

STURDIMESS: |

FEATURES: M anually adjstable head, carbon fiber barrel
COMMENTS: The Barbieri Pocker would have left us smandsd
o the side of the mad. The pump only achicved 44 pei with
500 strokes. On a second attempt the pump'’s main barrs
aea] broke, rendering it unusahle

: 25.0 cm
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nd Wind Road

Seco

INTENDEDUSE: rrad

PRICE: 550

COLLAPSED LENGTH: [TV ¢

EXTEMOED LENGTH: 261 o

WEISHT: G% grams

WIOTH: I cm

STROKES TO 100 P35I [ROAD): 300 strokes,
EASE OF USE: &

STURDINESS: ¥

FEATURES: Carbon [ber barrel, doubles 25 a CO, milator an
empty OO cartridge screws mto the handle to erhance grip
and comiort, presta valwe only

COMMENTS:
meant 1o be a backup to the main C0, mfator function. [f
you had
would be

00 Pt

The Second Wind Road pump is really only

1o fill & tive withiout a OO, cartridge as a handle, it
iiserable to use, | also have reservations about
rubber valve seal will hold up o repeated use.

how well the
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IHTENDED USE: rrsousitain
PRICE: 530

COLLAPSED LENGTH: 16.0 ¢
EXTEHDED LENGTH: -
WEIGHT: 120 grams
WIDTH: 3.0 cm
STROKES TO 100 P51 [ROAD]: 400 strokes, 107 ps

STROKES TO 25 PSI [MOUNTAIN]: 330 sokes,/ 35 pa

EASE DF USE: <

STURDINESS: &

FEATURES: Autcmatic dual-fimction locking bead, doubles as
a C0, inflater accepring threaded or non-threaded cartridges.
alloyy barrel

COMMENTS: Since the Secand Wind has a small single volume
chamber, the action hecomes extremely hard ar higher pres
sures, but the pump does work and would pet you hame from
a mountain o road ride. Keep in mind the manual pump is
designed as a second line of defense if you run out of COy,

250 om

cartridges. With that in mind, its performance was com-
mendable. The head and main seal is 1ap-notch, it locks 1o
be one of the sturdiest in the test

please lurn lo page 92
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INTEHDED USE: ro2d or mountain

PRICE: £15

COLLAPSED LEMGTH: 120 cmy

EXTENDED LENGTH: 35.0 cin

WEIGHT: 115 grarms

WIDTH: 3.0 cin

STROKES TO 100 PSI [ROAD]): 350 strokes/ 107 g

STROKES TO 35 PSI [MOUNTAIN]: 350 strokes, 35.5 pei

EASE OF USE- &

STURDINESS: ¥

FEATURES: Auromatic dual-functicn lockmg head, high-vol
ume and b

Planet Bike Micromite

n-pressure moedes, collapsble T-handle, com

posale plastic barne]
COMMENTS: The Planet Bike Micro Mite has a well-designed.

dual-pressure modes Whike the unit s well built and its seals
seem durable, its all-plastic constructicn may not wear 25

well as an alloy body.

PRICE: 535

COLLAPSED LEMGBTH: 157 cm

EXTENDED LENGTH: 43 0 o

WEIGHT: 180 grams

WIDTH: 3.5 cim

STROKES T0 100 P51 [ROAD): 100 strobees/ 1011 psi
STROKES T0 35 P51 [MOUNTAIN]: 200 strokes/ 40 pal
EASE OF USE: 10

STURDINESS: 9

FEATURES: Manually adpustalde dual-furclion locking head
built in pressure gauge, patentsd multi-chamber docble-actiod

alloy barrel

COMMENTS: Hands down the best pump in the test. The Pro
Cuicker reached 100 ps1 and 35 psl with the frwest strokes

and with the least amount of effort. The large rubber
coated handle was comiwtable, but the built in gauge did
't read accurately. The Pro Quicker also has a sturdy lock
ing head

Silca Mini-Mini
INTENDED USE: Tk

PRICE: 314

COLLAPSED LEMGTH: 165 cm
EXTENDED LENGTH: 280 =m
WEIGHT: 55 grams

WIOTH: 3.0 cm

STROKES T0 100 PSI [RDAD]: 400 strokes 108 psi

EASE OF USE: 4

STURDIMESS:

FEATURES: Manually adjustable head, alloy barrel
COMMENTS: Silca’s mini-mini gets the job done, but at high
pressure the action is quite difficult. The head doesn’t Iock
mur it fits securedy and the main s=al seems durakle

We’ve made the leap. Will you?

Evarything yvou need to know about the

Mew-for-2007 SRAM Force and Rival road gris@pRos.

www.competitivecyclist.com/sram

Look. Learn. Buy.

92| YELOMEWS | Scprember 11, 2006 | wwa el onews. com

COMPETITIVE

EYCLIST

America’s SRAM Authority

www.competitivacyclist.com 888-278-7130




DOH LASLE [5)

Silca 2-S5tep
INTEMOED USE: road or meuritam
PRICE: 518
COLLAPSED LENGTH: 19 5 orm
EXTEMOED LENGTH; 41.0 crm
WEIGHT: 115 grams
WIOTH: 3 0 cm
STROKES TO 100 PSI [ROAD]: 200 strobaes/ 1055 pa
STROKES TO 35 P51 [MOUNTAIN]: 300 sirobes/36.5 psi
EASE OF USE: 0
STURLINESS: @ GO
FEATURES: Manually adjustable head, welescopic alloy barrel
COMMENTS: The 2-Step is just a listle larger than the Bini-Iind,
but i3 superior in terms of the ease of use and its abdlity 1o
fill both rountain and road tees. [1s punping action is oag
of the lightest in the test. [n fact, the 2-Siep came in a cear
second place behind the Pro Quicker Considering its lighter
dth, scime may actually peefer it

WCIENT and narrower wi

Topeak Micro Rocket CB

ﬂrﬁr.hmu guu ﬁnd‘in w: jersegriudm s

IIITEHDEI.'I USE: road

PRICE: £43

COLLAPSED LENGTH: 160 cm

EXTENDED LENGTH: 255 cm

WEIGHE: 55 grams

WIDTH: 2.0 cm

STROKES TO 100 P5i: 500 strokes/92.5 psi
EASE OF UISE: 3

STURDINESS: 9

FEATURES: Single action, locking !s.;mdbe, presta valve only
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“The mast versatile and n?ﬁnlant?ump in Eﬁe test was

the Pro Quicker, though o Coming
; Inuﬂpwummﬂ, ' gdﬁxﬂmyw
 versaliity was | Eﬂnﬂmhﬂhmmﬁs

wﬂwbhﬂ.ﬂwiigﬂ wu'ﬁbrm.l:mt because

ﬂfmﬂymummﬂi mumﬁi‘uinrdmd&m m‘!f

COMMENTS: The Topeak Micm Rocket CB i beautifully made
Its quality and construction is close to the best in this test
The only reason it didn't get a 10/in the sturdiness categery
iz thar itz valve seal showed wear after only a few uzes

catse the Micno Rocket is 50 samall, it dossn’t push much
air per stroke and it opped oul aL 300 strokes, As for ease of
use, its st again ot it There wasnt much to hedd onto and
it was tough to operate over TH psi.
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